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Abstract

Background and purpose: Educational institutes have different approaches to evaluate their
activities. Many factors influence the teaching process thereby affecting learning process. This study
investigated the attitudes of pharmacy students in Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences to current
educational condition and atmosphere of learning using DREEM (Dundee ready educational environment
measure) questionnaire.

Materials and methods: This descriptive cross-sectional study was performed in 88 students in
2012. The samples were randomly selected through the table of random numbers. DREEM questionnaire
was used which included demographic information and 50 questions on five items (students’ perceptions
of learning, Students' perceptions of teachers, Students' academic self-perceptions, Students' perceptions
of atmosphere and Students' social self-perceptions) scoring 1-5 in order of desirability. The data was
then analyzed using SPSS ver.18.

Results: Among the participants 97.7% (including 36.4% male and 63.6% female) completed the
questionnaires. A total of 73.9% were living in university accommodations and 26.1% stayed with their
families. The mean of the achieved scores in 5 items was 150.97+29.63 out of 250 for male students and
153.29+15.53 for female students. Amongst the study population 1.1% found the educational conditions
highly undesirable.

Conclusion: Using different techniques such as DREEM questionnaire can help in promoting
educational processes. Holding workshops and educational meetings, intimate meetings of lecturers and
students, noticing to extracurricular programs like sports and entertainments could increase learning
incentives of students. Lecturers also need justification workshops to identify the learning and teaching
problems.
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