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Abstract

Lead may cause toxicity in case of frequent occupational exposure or non-occupational exposure
as a result of water, soil, and air pollution. Opium abuse is an important cause of lead poisoning among
the people in Middle East, including Iran. Symptoms are not specific and include fatigue, impaired
concentration and memory, and non-specific abdominal pain. The abdominal pain which is known as lead
colic is in differential diagnosis with other common and emergent causes of abdominal pain. The key to
making an accurate diagnosis in these cases, is to focus on a precise history to investigate any probable
exposure. Measurement of the serum lead level will help in making definite diagnosis in suspected cases.

The present article introduces a young man attending an emergency department with abdominal
pain. He ignored any occupational lead exposure or opium abuse. When all clinical and para-clinical
investigations failed to detect the cause of pain, serum lead level was tested which revealed lead
poisoning. After taking more precise history, he finally disclosed using oral opium. He underwent
treatment with Dimercaprol 10 mg 3 times per day for 5 days, then twice a day and all symptoms resolved

within two weeks.

Keywords: abdominal pain, lead poisoning, oral opium

J Mazandaran Univ Med Sci 2019; 29(176): 216-222 (Persian).

* Corresponding Author: Mohaddeseh Zojaji - Gastroenterology and Hepatology Disease Research Center, Qom University
of Medical Sciences, Qom, Iran (E-mail: ghdrc@mug.ac.ir)

216


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-12834-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-02-21 ]

oyl s (S B) yee—L collBilsa_) as
(PIY=PPP) 1R9A Jlw joxpeid 1VG o)lad  @gd § Gy 3)9s

:Jg.nu.’i'Jﬂjgzua:'lﬁmULﬁLLnL!InEJﬁ:J:

""G:a):ml

¥ solle 0351
FQ',ab) Sl
°6>_l>.j 4 axo

23S

C.,,,:,a.x_;;;.x_i;,\jt}»u_5\5‘J@_;,~1@Mg,dw)ﬁdu%t,ﬁ;l,;@t(;wgﬂ
ma.ﬁ‘}.“\-dflijJﬁacg\ﬁ‘cﬁjacmkﬁjjb-éb)ff).}:\Js\a.\.Sa.ﬁ_}chLﬁﬂéJ}&C,.:.AMMNQT
)JJM‘«LS:_.«}}WJAU'W}d-:b)a:;éw%‘gﬂgw}wj‘siug;ﬁ:}pvjw.@‘yﬁ
ég_:bfdb_;cdt_gJgjwLgC‘:AMJ\L;SUVQ>)>.>}AZ@JALHJV§.LG¢L4;>'\J:§:):)sdéé\;-)}ffd
u@x@f.gﬁf@)gr&;;,guﬁat,‘),l);@uyﬁupg\plw,mp@wu_fﬂ;\u_zu
e i (L K D g 53 ol el agrl go Bl 5 (L 383 b 8 Al w055 4 g el 0 )
g R R

S 75 53038 anrl e il sl 4 oK 555 CalSE L oS ol witls Sl QBT (5 ae 4 il dlie
Q,;¢..1;M,;@f\)géuwuoxu@}ﬂu;\m.;\;@rﬁ,lawuyﬂgum%\y;t
355 S slas 585 5 3dome Jl 8 3.8 51 ey 535 o b s S5 o e (0o i i

W3l g wan Y 6l 555 03 5k 93 e 35950 Sl 5ss 3k aw s p SAS a

S ST e b o san oS0 553 152405 sl 0l

dodlo

@;é}g@wjducgw‘@ﬁu&_ﬁ W\j,,\hqu?!fwws@u‘rimﬁ
S eslenl O0-M)Ceul Hls) 55 5 el o 5 o ) Ll s el s als $S 3 5 o S
e N B S P FES R N e R S~ BTPNTIC LYV [Erpe
P g YR R I UV PO R PSR SN i Sl (S 5 Sl (i slas e I (sl
(selsT g3l LK) ol otiSes JT Lol e OlsS y Salize lade s &5 ol &y g 4
o e 5 15 Gl Jams (G lBT OT e 55 8 I S g ke 5128 8 5 53 oS 55 sl
WVl 53 e b (ST g gt ezl 5 Cgr e L e s 5 035 Skl 0y LT
E-mail: ghdrc@mug.ac.ir AS 5 S Gl 6len Dlii e ¢ i g Oli Lo (o Sy el oKsls (3 mal) Aaxe gl ilge

Ol ¢ o3 (K ke olKils S5 318 (sl (5l Slihond 57 e ST 5 1S (sl (s sbe sl )
Ol g8 0t (S8 sk o8l 457 5 215 (5o (6 sleny Sl S Y

Ol b e (K psle olils S 5 3518 (Sl (6ol Dasiod S o ¢ gnsme oS35 ¥

Ol ot 5 clomindy (ST 3 p sl o015 (50 gl ik F
oiﬁ\‘rs‘vsu_{;ﬁr,l;,&m‘.x;}J:,\;éu‘5)L,.5¢u:z,u*;fﬂ_g,~uéu_5,uﬁq.b).a
WAAY/YY D gl WAV 1 DSl g gl G AAVA/TD il fu b

PIV 1A jopeih « 1 VY o)laid «@gd § Gy 2)9s ohsjls Ak} eole oGRSl alas


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-12834-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-02-21 ]

Adual thiis b @S 3js

Col e 15 4 Ot slay 53 5 5 oloss lay
cCatidee (gl s 2 595 ¥0 51 e 45T 03 9 (5
DA e 85 | ey (oA S 05
Foim P eas el i Do a slen 350 5y 0l
B P -7 Wi P
Sl 035 1B L sy (SIS 8 5 pslis sl
L s Sl (BLoyl shas Ghiis ¥ o s
slaghiul s g g Jold olan (e i ad Sk
302 e 02y y5 (MBSl se S5l S 5 5 S
o ee 5 S Sl rr o2 Dlen Sl 0355 G5
Sl il a8 5 555 e Sl g die s 58
55 5 il ele 53 bl p S ASTY 055 aalS
Leszsl s S (S 5 e 1 S TS
S il 53,8 el a5l 5l
B S e85 e ol

Sl ol e o Sl o
O Lid 547 s 0L s oo, S Sl a5 TV
ST s edalie )3 lew ¢+ 35 VYV/VO mm.Hg
e V_<J S dlej glessy slalds (il
iy gl sl s Cagds iy S Sy e
At ed IS 15 sls ool )l s, 8
Dlen JLST) ai 5 alas 53 350 Olasd 35 oS5 35
Dy s drp S S

3 (G s el i) e 3 sles Azl 5o
s () oyl Jgdar) dd enliw b ad 5l Olag b T
O 5348 ds el 3 K 5 (S 1S 5y
a3, JUy K 5 St ST (g LT
Slew ol s w.ciln @SS T 5 Oy uS
S L i Saasber S gide 5 5 pds pate
s el 53 (S esle (F1S ey (sl 3l 4
() oslots p gd) 55 15 e o (1ol a5 o o
S 5 oS CTSean 0T a5 b sl - 45
Sl s 4 (51458 5 35 Jle i 457 s plonl

Y oylads ﬁ‘)«éj) sl

el 31,31 0la 53 (ST cpl g5 doys 4 8
O3 35 o Cble ali b 3 Gl o isl
ol 43 K515 ST 55m gnsme ) sbas o
g3y felonl adlllan |3 5 Calites lalllae s Lal
5 Sl alan 5 (Flg—ie g i > 2L Sa
3650 aadllae 5 0] g5 oBils 5 il LK an
Eort ) gy g o813 3 Sy San 5 b
Cp goms Lol pite oo 33 A=Y 5 i b o gacns
(St Jals a8 sl il o Do O L
(e (S35 5 Plds $lasys (S al s
s alE aS Sa las s i g SIS
Wl o 5 (S5 gt 5 il p o Lol pon
L Congoms oD L S LS 5 AVIASL
O S o oz (il S drrl o Ok slo 40 oy
e s e 5 Lilos gy (SThs5 0 sk 4 S5
s J0 Ll sae 1 S Lol 0s S 2y 58
039 53l 0t LS LAl T s o5le 4 457 o
redle 5 Lol S b s ST 5 o e
o3 E o i 5 Blse ShIA el sl oy pes
analr 313 a g 1) (6 p il Ol Slados 5 555
asstls  Slar GBT 6 yme 4 dllie oyl 55 ()AS
o Vb Al b (S sy S LS 50
o 2 3K s 4 5 55038 axl o il
= 035 (ol 5 dil s 5o sl Sl 385
ool 033 Hlay (Sl T )3 el (O b o goe
Lo Olays 5 jasil 4 pin Lol 50 ol ) S 55
P88 J b s 658 LS LS
B OLasd Do Sl 5 oy il (4 ol

ek bl

3)90 Gl )S
ola #3148 oS e 355 b el ¥ (6T ey
PUPE NINE PO S TR TN PRCF Y-y

B o3, S a0 B gh Sig dgd Oblen

1WA yo3)eid « 1 VG d)Laids (@l 9 Cumyy 0)9s

ohjle (Al ok slEibily dlas PIA


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-12834-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-02-21 ]

il )\Sasb g (yinja anal

335 Jlas oS Sl S35 oSs Sl e F 0olodh g

Sl sl Cg 4 gl asl

s 3 (S5 Glan (oS e 3)3 4 4 5L

@ Sl ley Sl 55 n Hlas e sla B3
05,5 Golen oy 4 0T 4 KB L S il 035,
e 45 A5 Sl 55 ANCA 5 ASCA ol lasT
plorsl L Hlasy e 5 (V o)lad Jgdr) Lo
Jloj (s glil & b g S5 IS5 5 g oS st
2 Mgy gen 3 g S S P S Cte il g 50
Glacs)len 35 Cogr 55 Jie 5 o bl Sl 5T b
JHs a3 (e 45 A B0 (e g 035, 2T
33l b 4 S 5 Flal 5§ e (0SB
LGS SRV PENUP P OV DN JUPE ST
a5 L.V oyl Jgds) 59 o oS i S el
Aoz 1 j Joioal (gla jadeiS 03 O3 9yl aslsl 4
NTRNCINT SO X
G355 5 &I 5ass Gla s oyslin b S
o Hla (>l s o S 4 A5, 9 o) g
ek 4B 8 I et g SLY
Ol sloy 3 sl Ol g b 5T 55 i sdalie

Dbe (sl 550 SlaolesT Y ojled Jou

S ety dusgs S s
uL LEXRVARTENS PEe WBC
g/dl VF A Y Hb
fL Yooy A MCV
Pg VoYY LaZd) MCH
g/dl YY-YA Yo MCHC
uL 10 - Foveae Yeornn PIT
pg/dl o Vo AY Iron
ug/dl AREE g \AR TIBC
ng/l ALEA RN 168 Ferritin
u/L AREARE v Amylase
u/L UP TO 37 B AST
u/L UPTO 41 Vv ALT
u/L AA-YAQ s ALKP
mg/L o) oA CRP
mm/hr co) A\ ESR
U/ml <Y \ ASCA
U/ml <Y A4S ANCAp
mg - -F \ prophobilinogenuria

> gd o odud | gn Guda,u&.ug- ‘Vg':' oslw Ujl;): 3 osled p g

PIQ 1WA jou3eid « 1VY o)laid «@gd § gy 0)9s

ohsjls Ak} eole oGRSl alas


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-12834-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-02-21 ]

Adual thiis b @S 3js

03La ol 45" ok acalion (930 31 55 oy b e s
2 4S5 Wiles ;S bl s iyl o&as Gy b Sl
A s 558 Jlo g 08 8 ) g e anlllas
S w03 lT OG5 (ST G e sl &
Lo sl 1y G Il 70 (8 8 Comnl 457 wzsls |
Sl Jyb o Ko b @GN NSl foes
O Ol i adedl ol o fg 3010 agr e
Ol agarlse 5o Wlesls OLA Slalllas .l p s 5
Con g 43 pio Ae pg/dL 51 VG O jwr G5 o s
Lol Ve B A o (oo o g ot byl
L el S Ml 5 VL sl S
L5k L o odalie e sl ot o 3 S
SIS Oy Comi )l g ] 53 45) (S35
3 e Glas s (g (555 0wl O pu
2> 5 S s Al ol g 33 ¢ SDlde
(5208 ot (St (el S alable
It & gz e @M 6 kS T 5 G5 0S
D sl 53 Sl Sa 5 5 (Sl gn b 5
O 3 b 355 slen ST a2 e (o e YL
)zu\.g_ﬂi\z\)@x;@.ﬁi:pkﬁé};&riw
SLaf il 5 g5 A 6,505 ol pen (o Lo sl
YU 35l pe 53 48T ols gy 55 K, 5, S
4S 63550 IS andllan 53 e ol skl
Lsls plowil S bl 5 1, & 5 Friedman
5655 5 oSh 55 5 T = L oban
VJW ol o 3l 48T asls guS 5 Shes I |
>H}uddbsjﬁm5)>6®:):u
S il (WS el 303 sley e (Bl
e 6 Gholen (35105, Iy L] 55 4l 53,8 4
o SV s bgloy 50 Dy b 5 e se b
Yo o o o e b el S il agr e
Oljlasy gl (6 22k s 436 oa V- pig/dL
Jold g 03 ol 8 Sl S5 D) 50 5o
5 bl 5 Ol 5 Bt sy &G ¢ S

deuu@'@wﬁ\ju.\?md\,cfz&f}
=ils s a g ails Slys S a S5 o e
Wl 03,5 o SIS 55 50 ol VU el e
YU a8l Sl 550 ey 055 o el 15
33 bl (0 5 dle i elas L VV0) s 3158
VOl s Ja S s g 5 SSL5 S 5L ley
bé‘ﬁjﬁ))’)\i“bjﬁ(’;}l:ff 6‘}“‘&(;&#’
98l s anan Y gl 595 05 Ok 93 e 9 S0
b 05 o el o570 T I ey oo ¥ T

.w‘ﬁéﬁjéiéjsj‘@&:ﬁJj:ﬁaM

ol e 457 03 5 Sin S 38 e 1 o

JJaJLAd\LgY‘.{C}b.J}:&JE‘}AE&SB‘\..JT)J
S gomt § gl 23 55 St goms 1 e il 5 00 O %
LS o ladns (b (Jxd agrle S50 o L
Hid gl Sl J s s il (oSt
O EC S PUSRC SR P Y,
S1eeSTL 5o a e yddes 3l ge 3l eslazul ()l sl
STl Dl 53 agee Sl o Jilown aleor
S b oo i Jle 1SS o ST
Slei 4 O alax 1l sl (g adlate (gla )5S 5o
S g Sl Objle 4o g bl 5 (10355
$l3as ssbaly oy YFr g Ol 0 S S PA 5 5
\"~ﬁM:@QLﬁJ:}?}AMb&.MMu\H}:@
3503 e (Ol gn ol 5 p3 Yo 35 S 5 0 8
S0 s as 0T 5,6 5 e GV 5b U5 me oS
e 5 4 pmie Kl e (O 3 03le p grasnd
A b om0 03 50 e ges
Bl Jba (5152) @ o b (oS gl g0 45 sy o0
L tmlie )3 (5 50 3 Ilm o Sl ST (ke 515
g andlan 3 g3y ol bdBl wdls ST, 45 agal s
L5 e oly 5l das s 0L 0L Kes

3l 5 e 5 035 STy Sy sme 4 Ol 5o

1WA Hoa)eids « | V& o)laids «@gd § Cumay 8)9s

ohdjle (i) eolc olSibils alas PPo


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-12834-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-02-21 ]

il )\Sasb g (yinja anal

e by i L Oleys ckyls 00 pg/dL i 56S
e e SIS e S 05 3500 53 e
e 3l el o Ly o33 8 5130 5 555 e
J.v.!b}:_ww‘;_..bﬁ\_ﬁ&(w);ﬁgg 4o i
B RUa LB IR SEP RV ISR PP
s s b o SlShl 5 padnis o 3Y o )
e 53k cuyp L dS il g, 0T
e FG33 oo p 3 e 5315 G sl Jb- 0
(s b (6l o e e b S e
lalas 53003 1S Cnl B3 1) o (g0 o el
plonil (i g ols 3 K 5 bl o
23 032 SLa oy 5 3 oy Wl Do) g 4 Lisls
AP A 2 e e Sl 0 L 6
aS das o OLE ) Sl pl Coenl a7 Ly ol
23 55 1) b o s il (oS0 sl 61
Brpps 15 35 S la et o
PELFO,aepad s Lule
.U.’;)IJ_U.HQTJ;QJ_W.’H,@_;{V_UQB_:!
2315 e b o sas oL a3l Ce L (S8
et 53 05 gl sl Sl 1B i
Shsle 5 ik 355 Jls 58 G ax 5 5)lpe
@350 53 sl 5 San 4S 0T ol S
D)5 3 03555 Aol ad gl Jm 58 53 oSl 5 5 e
S p e g o (@ e jasls pue
SIS 5 (adets DLl Cad 55 Ll 5 oo

3,8 )5 gl

References
1. Friedman LS, Simmons LH, Goldman RH,

Sohani AR. Case Records of Massachusetts
General Hospital. Case 12-2014. A 59-yaer-
old man with fatigue, abdominal pain,
anemia and abnormal liver function. N Engl J
Med 2014; 370(16): 1542-1550.

2. Hormati A, Ghadir MR, Sarkeshikian S,

C U S T P S 3 PRI P P
Sosols DB SralS 5 Fs e (b glen b Lad e
Ly &S Glandllas 558 oo odaline Ol jlews opl 53 53
S S R00uT Oy s 4 0Kan 5 Weisskopf
plonil Llaedls agl s o GV = shas b 457 (551 31
4SS SLaS e 4oy oK b das s 0lis s
o 9 0 Sy 03 VL Ol il )3 O o
Ol 5 e (B Slasolo b e

S b St gomn (U e 45T 50T
i ST (G b 4 a5 i ool
W‘%ﬁw}ﬁ}@&&)ﬂ)é.@‘ Solow
S o SKaS ot 35 L 5 b e o g el
Ml ol adakr b5 3 gagarlse (godiaslis 4

T R e e
Olylaw 31 ol 53 .l agalge fals cr.x_i
ColiS Olays Cgar oLl 4o a5l ol
(DMSA) als oy (sla, 555 1 eslizl .45 s
4 CaNa2 EDTA , 2,3-dimercaptosuccinic acid
S o S s g o S e S
BB 4SS Gles S Il LTt
s 53 Al Ay ol 5 es Sl Y b
b L Ohley 358 o0 4o 5 ol Jbm )3 (s
L Obeys Cow lax Ve pg/dL 31 Y0 w0 pm
Vo G AY G o gl 53 8 15 50
L 0Ly 5 Ol g5 (o 5o Sadle O Oolew 3 (>

gﬂ@j—wch—“ddﬂj—;‘ﬁ"’ﬁvﬁu)}:m

Jameshorani M. Report of a Middle Age
Woman with Diarrhea, Ascites, and Edema:
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) Colitis. J Adv Med
Biomed Res 2018; 26(116): 138-143.

3. Hormati A, Shakeri M, Iranikhah A, Afifian

M, Sarkeshikian SS. Non-Alcoholic Fatty
Liver Disease. Govaresh 2018; 23(4): 203-212.

PPl 1RQA oapeid ¢ 1 VY o)ladd (g § Cuny 8)9s

ohsjls Ak} eole oGRSl alas


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-12834-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-02-21 ]

Adual thiis b @S 3js

. Dehestani V, Jafari M, Ganji A, Esmaeilzadeh

A. A Case Report of Abdominal Pain and
Increased Transaminases Due To Lead
Poisoning. Med J Mashhad Univ Med Sci
2012; 55(2): 124-127.

. Sadeghi A, Soleimani H, Nasseri-Moghadam

S, Radmard AR. Lead Contaminated Opium
as Unusual Cause of Abdominal Pain-Case
Series. Iran J Radiol 2017; 14(Special Issue);
e48278.

. SR Fatemi, FJ Zadeh, E Maserat, MR Zali-

Serious lead poisoning in oral and inhaled
opium abuser. Journal of Medical Council of
Iran 2009; 27(1): 117-120 (Persian).

. Nelson LS, Lewin NA, Howland MA,

Hoffman RS, Goldfrank LR, Flomenbaum
NE. 9 ™ ed. New York City: McGraw-Hill;
2011. P. 1269-1280.

. Morgan BW, Barnes L, Parramore CS,

Kaufmann RB. Elevated blood lead levels
associated with the consumption of
moonshine among emergency department
patients in Atlanta, Georgia. Ann Emerg Med
2003; 42(3): 351-358.

. Bain JB. Lead poisoning. Am J Hematol

2014; 89(12): 1141.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Amiri M, Amini R. A comparison of blood
lead level (BLL) in opium dependant addicts
with healthy control group using the graphite
furnace/atomic absorption spectroscopy (GF
AAS) followed by chemometric analysis. Iran
Red Crescent Med J 2012; 14(8): 488-491.
WHO. Lead poisoning and health 2018.
Available from: http:/mww.who.int. Accussed
August 23, 2018.

Domeneh BH ,Tavakoli N, Jafari N. Blood
lead level in opium dependents and its
association with anemia: a cross sectional
study from the capital of Iran. J Res Med Sci
2014; 19(10): 939-943.

Weisskopf MG, Jain N, Nie H, Sparrow D,
Vokonas P, Schwartz J, Nie H, et al. A
prospective  study  of  bone lead
concentrationand death from all causes,
cardiovascular disease and cancer in the
Department of Veterans Affairs Normative
Aging Study. Circulation 2009; 120(12):
1056-1064.

Kosnett MJ, Wedeen RP, Rothenberg SJ,
Hipkins KL, Materna BL, Schwartz BS, et al.
Recommendations for medical management
of adult lead exposure. Environ Health
Perspect 2007; 115(3): 463-471.

1WA yo3)eid « 1 V& d)Laids (@l § Cumyy 2)9s

ohjle (Al ek oGRSl das ppp


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-12834-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

