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Abstract

Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRIs) are the most popular psychiatric medications
that are approved for several neuropsychiatric conditions such as depression and obsessive-compulsive
disorder (OCD). On the other hand, clomipramine is a tricyclic anti-depressant which is the only
approved medication, among this class, to treat OCD due to its substantial effects on serotonergic system.
Combination of SSRIs and clomipramine is uncommon in routine psychiatric practice because it can
increase the risk of serotonin syndrome which is characterized by myoclonus, headache, nausea,
confusion, diarrhea, tremor, twitching muscles, and agitation. However, it could be useful in patients
suffering from treatment-resistant OCD.

Here, we describe three cases of OCD patients, treated by combination of SSRIs and
clomipramine who showed only myoclonic movements in initial week without any other manifestations
of the serotonin syndrome. In less than one week after initiation of medication, abnormal movements
disappeared, and in six month follow-up evaluation, the patients were observed with considerable
improvements. Indeed, myoclonic movements is not a predictor of full-blown serotonin syndrome when
combination of SSRIs and clomipramine is used. Therefore, the combination could be a considerable
approach in treatment of refractory OCD.

Keywords: Serotonergic Agents, clomipramine, Myoclonic Jerk, Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder

J Mazandaran Univ Med Sci 2020; 30 (186): 163-169 (Persian).

* Corresponding Author: Mohammadreza Shalbafan- Mental Health Research Center, Iran University of Medical Sciences,
Tehran, Iran (E-mail: shalbafan.mr@iums.ac.ir)

163


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-14840-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-05-26 ]

op—Iils (—S W)y ool colS Milsa_Las
(19W-1¢9) 1W99 Jw P35 1Ay d)lad @l (w )gs

02ii5S jlmo (glmgjla LS i ja 2 jhio anjle Sy (SuiglSguwn OlS ja
3go aw i)l S (ol peoglS b (uigig pu waajU Ll

sk ghne L)
"oz (53100 0356
FoLWLS Ls ) s
duS>
45.\1})65)&.&4{L;{.JJ'.;SU)Lgl.aj)l.sA:M.saji@‘)jl(SSRls)dﬁijjﬂg-lq-)'lgdgl&.ﬁla.\;fjlysl.a}j:
3,5 a0l 3,550 (OCD) (g (ool gy Il 5 (S ol e 1 Slgy — ommae Calibes YNl Oloys (51 5
(S35 53 s gt 5 B 3T e w0 SIS (gl w838l A (55503 055 5 oman Ll
35 il 1S 5 SSRI eSS S 5 ol (6 ol gy Il Olays 53 o g)ls s ol 5l os ol (59,05 s
QL§J>J;L.:;;Téuasu,sju.swu:.;_lplbaf',:,ﬂp,.u&wtﬁjwdw6{.:}7;|,,6Laau,;
Oless @l 15 oo 51l (sl 55 ml Lol (5130 5 4205« (S 85 €33 5 (ESG S pn
..\.;zp%é.ﬁcvuﬁ@@')auﬁchu.aOCDjtﬁebuﬁ
Coeo g 1) Ldg odd Oloys sl s slS” 5 SSRI S 5 L &S OCD a5 Maws Ol jlaws 51 35 98 aw asdllas opl 55
Sode oS S o et o 4y s e o (SLadilis 51 e canlllan plods E1E 50 ge 55 S e
P o)53 Joliom b 4T Al olis (63500 L Olems oS5 a1 b () 05Dl i ctalin 655 S 50 IS alie
Obe 51 S 5 a3l e in &1 508 Sde 3 ek S5 (s3le b IS o 5 3L aalsl Ol laws (6, Ky 4ale
Rl ot i 5 55 e 5 ks A 0SS ey SIS e DS o T 25 8 s 015 o
AL pslie OCD Oloys (51 (g 55 6 3,85 55 Ml 5 oo oS 5

ot — 6 S0 ey IVt (S5 IS gm el 5IST 0SS5 55 e 53015 15208 sl 0l

4o b0

o) sl o g 53 ilie slag L OCD: ObsessiVe ) (g sl g 5 S
e (gabiT oy LaoT A S el e (6 les Jlas! 5 600,15T ,LSGI L «(Compulsive Disorder
sloul 53 Glodiomy s Oy g0 40 45 Sl 45 55 9 e I ol 5 S0 Ol sl j2alS gl ek sl 1SS
el o = Jlas Ol ol 5 5 OF)ESS 5 5Ll 8 Nl o 308 CtDanys g e &S5 Ol 5| Coma
E-mail: shalbafan.mr@iums.ac.ir Olgy bl Slidos 870 0l (S p ke Kasls 101, —0LBLILD L ) Sz i gime oo

0121 ¢ 5 €0t (S35 ke o883l €l 5 Bl it 55 e ¢ S 35155 S35
Q\ﬂ‘td‘ﬂjt&b(}lﬁQwuan‘)::;m}"&?mgl&lr}ﬁa}ﬁu&tﬁg\-@ﬁ‘v%‘;} Gmiils ¥

1l 01,85 1) (Ko psle o815 0155 St Slidions S 50 53kl ¥

ANV &y gl 5 WAV S-Sl Cgor gl ol b WAANV/YE 5 23l s o 56

1099 13 |AY d)laids «@) (0 0)93 ohdjls (i) eole alGkily alas (23


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-14840-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-05-26 ]

ullﬁnﬁg“.gai.guinmhé]

33dmn 345 Syt a5 B 8 1 el ey IS

Ll Cadle pl s el g

SJlge g
Jsl ol

e S bl bl wls ol L FY ol
(oo (ol S il O3y 5 (S 3ls5 (S (5
S5 il s 5 58 5 pdiee 3l gn 3 e ke
Sl 5 (S8 el 5 ks 285 SYLbI L
3 i sle A gt Sl e L 03 S ax o S
s LGSl s Jlisas 5 5 03T (g 2
L Sso i Sl w5 48 (6 Slays S ,50CD
de):gwtﬁljé«g)dé\fU Oloys abls 4 4> &
L Oleys Comi Izl 53y 03 p 8 (ke Yo 553k ool
a0 BT Gl S gy 5 235 15 aleS T g o
Sgdm a0 B e Yo bSOl
YO el IS o B L (SaS Ole s el cazin §
N3 smn 3 clin gl 4 a5l 5 8 818 5 p 8 e
05 A VO & ol a5 03 5015 S 5 nl 4
Ol een ST 555 A1 51 505 aw Slda L Z3L 2153
Pl 53 SIS g DS > (g5 )3 (Jf&:‘ Vo 4
e 3 el 6 K 4 sle bl s 5l ey B
54 S Sl 53 Jlgml 5 3% sl sn g
As oM spd g L le Bt Sl oMe
p ook 5 s adazr | Dl oS g SV
sl 53 (s Laaie Han Oy ghe b 5 s e
Lot p 8 ko YVID & 5las cpl 53 ol o oIS 553
Orb el b aeds S5 0de 5 il el
0 L0y opl 5159,V i Sl Sulg 53 5 2
e IS 5555 3308 (ke ¥rr laS s ol
ALS 5 IS e DS sk 0,8 e VIO
V3ol 5 i a5 Gleys S 0 ) (ol e
23 absle Dok s oS 635 U ol 6, ole

"J‘JJ‘}&JJ“(*&;)&:“‘L.WL'“;:"*’;}

(Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors)SSRIs
(S b ol 5w 56555 OCD (gl Oleys Jgl o
S dar ol dhex I 28 95k 5 opelS 54l
!~ (Food and Drug Administration) FDA L. &
s opl )Xl S 515 Al 3 ee olen ool Olays
S oh el Gl (ST Sysmo v 290l
53 b sn 03 e PABO oy S gns 5 U S
2sb Col YF 1 iy oS s 4 b ol Ols
345 o 5lee 1, CYP2DB, 2C (slaps S siw Lo sia
Slaps S s o Zola 10 35> jas dasi b ueluS 55l
NS o lge 4 5 BB Oy 40 |, CYP1A2,2C,3A
t (S5 bl As (Slagls 51 55 el e s S
Ll » (TCA:Tricyclic Antidepressants) (glaal>
BP9 e od 5L 53 slaeliS Hlgs adax I &S
FDA O, b 3l el dul s,ls ol 9ol cpl .l
SSRIS 39t 1 5,13l .l 03,5 OCD Ol ys (s
el (S g5 O e Sloe S Kos
Shst e & 55 5ls ol Ll Jse 55 0I5
S s d plin S 03 28 b 35l i
bt s ol Glac S e 4 53,5 o )3
035 S b g0 D) o iy 915 )5S o
ANLS o ,lge |, CYP2DE
OCD 4 M Ol ylay (53 5 3 _ikibes SLi 1 S
ol I8 035550 51 oy SSRI L (SS 0l 4 p5lie
L SSRI S 5 Olopan 3 5r 5 I Ly el 3 o
slgie U glalaaly bw g bias ol s IS
Sl S Wl ol Sl s b e
St 0 Ohley 53wl 51U Sl oyl ee Jlzs|
553 p 3y 40 Ol5 oo e OT 51487 555 00
oyLal o g)ls 105 4y ys(serotonin syndrome)
o DS i o (._pu;\u_{v_ Q) S
o aw b G315l 55 3550 sled 4 &35S 50
fly s 57 S e (5,20 1,0CD o S
L oSS 0le s & SSRI L ad gl 0l ys 4 SIS

190 1W99 13« 1AY o)laids @) ¢, 3)93

ohsdile (Aib)y eole oGl alas


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-14840-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-05-26 ]

(og)ls ©15)3 )s s)die ad)le Sy «S¥glSeas O5)s

Glaps bbbl sy oo b (ol e &) 50 4
e iy JL ¥ 51 a5 05 8 S (ST
bl s caly Kol Obys j glaile 655,85
Slro 5 3l (glablu sl o syls 8 Oleys 4
5 by Al 5 S g IS Gl B
ot OIS 1 (515 5 Sl S ekl
350 srb 03 9dme 53 55 Jsame Sl le3T 5 als ol
390 bl 5515 o 3o 45 Komd 5 e I (54l
GRS b slen (LB 5 g 5 Hle pal s 53 alie
Sl o 53 588 3 o5 e b Ol y> o5 OCD
GG 533 0ke ¥ oo 53 b 4 (gl s
S8 51 g ey 535 03 08 e Yor By Ll
ol 03,5 Iy aalsl e Oloys 1 ola Y/0 550
s 650 ot 05 hon YDl on5lST 103 57 S
ool e s AST 595 A ola ¥ 5 g s LS Oleys 4
£S5 her O JST Ll i oy a5
ol e oS 593 ol 51 ey 5 S s il sl
G o S o e a5 20ls S 5
S FENTI PR PP S FER T DU
L85 3L bl 5 6o % (Gl e i oL sn
oSy dg SV s e sy ey L
Solbisp maw g Sl Ve O35 DU L5 Dl
(o ysswgw,,lmﬁw sl e
Sy o 0T (slajgy 55 45 s aul 5 ey |
A4S o g g ddme (g 2 93 LS daxl e Slons
S 6 S 3 sley i stalie 4 le ol 5l (63
=293 oS L OT (655 5 ad,le pl 51 s Al
oS O el pa sl s a5 p 5 e Yo 5
L olss oo JolS Ly 8 (63 0 4b)le Ok
.:;ui)lf
2523 5| (s 45 S ot 5Ly Ol 53
LIS (S o SV o 5 e sk
Cpomads Ao s (Myoclonus-like) Al v g oS 50

BE) uub.w}éi%sf_?}ﬁad_fh .5\.1 &})‘JQH{_‘;

£ sle
Ldis Jlos 4 Hls asls ¢ Jabe Al OY =
A Slo o o i L Sl 23S
SL 5 5, e S S5 sdalb s
L osinsy 5T 5 0 p 51,55 S 5 <SG la gor subaze
7S 4 550CD 5 wlal Bl Mastl o i
YU G slao ) 5l slablo Hlay s (6 s Sl s
Sl S b oS glabl 55 5 o5 IS
aasia JSan gy g ol 5 - 5 55 s
3 il ol ab gy SlisleT plasl 5 s
o pn 43S (oo GANE 1) (S o b (S0 5
1 5l3m 3 e alsls ¢y a1, 550 4l 5,
gt Olays Jlw o il Do 387 03 S5
(35 45 bls S0 5 50 (S5 bl L slag s
e 393 L 13 Olys b ele 5 Sl
3T 3 e s ol ool el (635 ol 5 e
(=230 40 5 e YO ol s IS o 5 055551
Ol ys il SIS g SIS > ( L5 oyl
o i e 16,505 asle Cudle ol s
Sl e R 5 G (i O )l
34 9 andyle O340 dgdome 4 a5 L g Li odaline
Soldgp Sandg pylhe 5 535 (o) g2y ol o Do
S paaiie )8 O sia boles Sl e
OLS o 590 9 e .3l aalsl Ol ys
Y3l Sl 53 5 4 685 oS Sl S S e
Al SLaa)1s L slay (el e ST 65,5 51 i
0S5 (oo YO) pal a1 5 (s 0,8 (o V0
i (63504 b 5 SIS e DS > Ok (as
cub?‘sﬁiﬁ)b..&:ﬁj@b)aﬁfﬁﬁ%
,wt;wm6>M@,,|;Q;ﬁ\p)w

A >l>=i‘ ‘éu\zﬁ ol ;b w)Lp

p o ole

S 518y (6 e Al D9k 03 e il YF o

1099 15 |AG d)ladds «@) ¢, 8)93

ohdjls (Sibjy eole alGiils alas (%%


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-14840-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-05-26 ]

ullﬁnﬁg“.gai.guinmhé]

V0 Olya 5 ¢SS s O 5 Ghaziuddin g, 8
Sy oo 5 el e L Oleys Lo Jlo 7 457 dls
OO e ol Csls 15 (S bl et L
ol e o5 5 ol e B 1 g el odalie
ek 52925 3l gy (53 50 OB i 55 5 Z5L5 (63
r},.u_vﬂ@u)lfw.mm;;ﬁfb;,13,913
L aS )05 3oy ll i O3 e 53 (50
5 el (G % )l g e DS e
NS Ll 35l3 35 o 5 S goa SUS 55 oSy o
NS Span i 03 5 IS g 3 e o dalia )
sdalive 1 (63 guee La I S 4 E1.0O0MAES L
O)3,15 3 325 sl o IS 5 2553 S 518 g0 DI
oS 5 33550 ol 3 IS b (g smtaa bl Ll
Lo K05 6ols S L ol IS 5 1 5
Aold s & sl s 5IST 5l gy Olays J !

S
G S35 42)le ) e bl 5 ST s
3 gl dsle OT oS adeiin @Ne L 555 5 0T
PR b e sy i 385 Gl p 03 G
4 (etS SV 3y Sz ga SIS ot
5 lablw ok S5 Ol lew (.\.&,&A 29y ol
of pad o C‘J.S@_h 5 Amall  meis OV
>JFJ:.ML}J\)§QLL“\)J}§@JJQYN:>’-I
G=53 oo b S AW pen Sl anlllae O)ley
LSS Jrolh L 5 mlio (6,80 5 Ohlay Ll 3
2o s ol maw (Sl e LB 05 54
G gy 1 iy Lozl oS o hae 457 Sl
ol Gl jade 5 4 Sl oS LUy SN ke
padsle odalin Ol 5> iomen 398 pw) 4 Sl 8
s s a5l Glan 655 Candy il
REPERGUPIR

350CD & sl o ! 51 NS ol e
Oleys 4 gl sl (S 5l5) mle S
Olew ol 3l deoys B L5 5 s oo OLis Jgl Lo

5 0T 5 b =S YD s O ylews op)
Ll (23015 OLeys a8 5l ey s G 1 50S
ool b # PBlas o, Ko dgb 53 0T 51 w5 0

S 0 s Idas 4 yle

4S5 OCD as Mes 0 Hloows dw cadlin ol 5o
S35 GeleS 55 5 Gl 5 e b ad sl DLy o2 e
635t ol 1S BLSI 5 e b bl polie
Olays gl in 55 Olyley ol o o Bl olie
sjerky-like &) po 4o g S8 >~ Hls S5
5 G835, 75 o L oS s Ao 5 5IS g
DS e oS (5,805 oolse 58 2 5sp 00
33 5 DS o (Al i g e gy 5 5 2 Jlaz|
NESOYAS

S Sl O, Ken 5 Szegedi 4Bl wsles 4Bl !
A_ZNLL»OCD Ao Mew e YY o 555 aallles o
33 AaLs (el e IS 5 el 5 g6 oS 5 L Oy
i 3 SIS g I8 5 s DS 50
sab)le ol 45 s S il 08 iy 5wl sy
Ol S 53 SR e 5o Vel 251 5l
oS )ler 45) (pelnS 5 L Olejan s i dlanly
)l 031 5 ol (5S Lguf_ﬂ,ﬁ\ 51 el
rr e S e S a5 L s
dp}_&)JJWIdb)u}dv\,fdhwajﬁ&
Ol s3T5 Gl 5 L Olays ol &7 (6350 50
33 ey e s e syl 3 s Le 318 s
ool gl o dlie 3 0ds 3)1E 55050 5l S
5 STy Al ol o 517 593 4 sl ol
S S g0 LS o (658 3l g 5 Olas S
Los i adle ml dowy od L5 a0 10 5 5 SO s
B A S SPRCH - S Pt

3558 s DS o odalin 1 G5 E imes

b3 3y Sy e s I e g 3

19V 1099 3 . LAY s)ladd @) (w0 8)93

ohsdile (Aib)y eole oGl alas


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-14840-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-05-26 ]

(og)ls ©15)3 )s s)die ad)le Sy «S¥glSeas O5)s

o=l S ol Lo Sldaline bl immen
= 53 (el (635 L5 0 (201 sbes 5
Sl azils of o 4 OCD

33 Cusgds o il (Slacy s gious alex
1,5 Il s 1S a1 SCadST L Lol il ol
L oslizul 35 50 sLag,ls S5 (5,8 05100 5
b 5 45 3,8 LA OIS on 1y 5 F e S e
L1 E 55 0 Kby 5 01 SKtagy b g 355 o0
Sl 358 ca ko5 i 3,8 1B e by
S S a5 03 b o S e
5 il 5 (1 b SSRIS 5 el s JS°

S iSwlyw

QLG%‘&)}T@#%&O‘)L«:{}‘O‘?M}
w‘}ﬁjﬁwéj&wuba“ﬁ)@%

S lad
o DL s L 4T il 6 S 06 iy 5

References

1. Sharifi V, Amin-Esmaeili M, Hajebi A,
Motevalian A, Radgoodarzi R, Hefazi M, et
al. Twelve-month prevalence and correlates
of psychiatric disorders in Iran: the Iranian
Mental Health Survey, 2011. Arch Iran Med
2015; 18(2): 76-84.

2. Shalbafan M, Malekpour F, Tadayon Najafabadi
B, Ghamari K, Dastgheib SA, Mowla A, et
al. Fluvoxamine combination therapy with
tropisetron for obsessive-compulsive disorder
patients: A placebo-controlled, randomized
clinical trial. J Psychopharmacol 2019; 33(11):
1407-1414.

ml My oo fal Jyl b o515 &S5 Oleys @
sadsle ol p s 510 R AT Wis o 518
jJ_Q)‘J:ni‘)_é‘l)OLA)JU‘J‘)JQT‘SJW-\_;})
Sy 33 O ma g 5 ORI 35 e sl
s Ole (6, o srlie 4l otalie
S 3l 0T 2,18

GLAJJ?QU’;)‘JS/U_L‘)JJS{.JWM&
Ol SIS ey 530 08 Bl 4 Hlay e pa el
Lg‘fGﬁj;Jwﬁ‘ﬂj_Kabjdmgd\wﬁbjy
)"Q‘.’."")‘i(’}s/gsk‘:“‘b_b. a.ﬁ)bu).s)b.ﬁma‘
Lg‘ﬁuf‘m‘j—‘l;@b)bbji“\‘b‘”‘))"6‘:‘“‘"‘_;‘"
a8 e 10 (= gy DDl Ole s
OPASL s &35 o) o0

Trbe OS5l bl pgea o
Ol IS 5 bS5 L ol e S 5 S s S
S oolse Yo (\,ﬁ;@m—m 393 03 5dee >
odalive Oy guo 3 9 Cbls dal g of ot 4 (gl
Sl e by gl 3 G S g OIS
Q‘Y)k;é—\ga_g-jjolﬁﬁr_i)\&flé}j\)ux&és

.>‘>u\>“)oh)50|j@&j3ﬁ (})M}@ﬁ.&?

3. Shalbafan M, Mohammadinejad P, Shariat
SV, Alavi K, Zeinoddini A, Salehi M, et al.
Celecoxib as an adjuvant to fluvoxamine in
moderate to severe obsessive-compulsive
disorder: A double-blind, placebo-controlled,
randomized trial .Pharmacopsychiatry 2015;
48(4-5): 136-140.

4. Esalatmanesh S, Abrishami Z, Zeinoddini A,

Rahiminejad F, Sadeghi M, Najarzadegan MR,
et al. Minocycline combination therapy with
fluvoxamine in moderate to severe obsessive—
compulsive disorder: A placebo controlled,
double blind, randomized trial. Psychiatry
Clin Neurosci 2016; 70(11): 517-526.

1099 15 |AG d)ladds «@) (0 8)93

ohsdjls ¢Sibj eole alSiily alas YA


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-14840-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-05-26 ]

ullﬁnﬁg“.gai.guinmhé]

5. Arabzadeh S, Shahhossenie M, Mesgarpour

B, Rezaei F, Shalbafan MR, Ghiasi Z, et al. L
carnosine as an adjuvant to fluvoxamine in
treatment of obsessive compulsive disorder:
A randomized double blind study. Human
Psychopharmacology: Hum Psychopharmacol
2017; 32(4): e2584.

6. Beaulieu AM, Tabasky E, Osser DN. The

psychopharmacology algorithm project at the
Harvard South Shore Program: an algorithm
for adults with obsessive-compulsive disorder.
Psychiatry Res 2019: 112583.

7. Sadock B, Ruiz P. Kaplan & Sadock's

synopsis of psychiatry: Behavioral sciences.
10" ed. Philadelphia: Walters Kluwer; 2015.

8. Marazziti D, Avella MT, Basile L, Mucci F,

Dell'Osso L. Pharmacokinetics of serotonergic
drugs: focus on OCD. Expert Opin Drug
Metab Toxicol 2019; 15(4): 261-273.

9. Andrade C. Augmenting selective serotonin

reuptake inhibitors with clomipramine in
obsessive-compulsive disorder: benefits and
risks. J Clin Psychiatry 2013; 74(12): e1128-
1133.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Szegedi A, Wetzel H, Leal M, Hartter S,
Hiemke C. Combination treatment with
clomipramine and fluvoxamine: drug monitoring,
safety, and tolerability data. J Clin Psychiatry
1996; 57(6): 257-264.

Ghaziuddin N, Igbal A, Khetarpal S.
Myoclonus during prolonged treatment with
sertraline in an adolescent patient. J Child
Adolesc Psychopharmacol 2001; 11(2): 199-
202.

Brendel DH, Bodkin JA, Yang JM. Massive
sertraline overdose. Ann Emerg Med 2000;
36(5): 524-526.

Casas M, Garcia-Ribera C, Alvarez E, Udina
C, Queralto JM, Grau JM. Myoclonic
movements as a side-effect of treatment with
therapeutic doses of clomipramine. Int Clin
Psychopharmacol 1987; 2(4): 333-336.
Fineberg NA, Reghunandanan S, Simpson
HB, Phillips KA, Richter MA, Matthews K,
et al. Obsessive—compulsive disorder (OCD):
practical strategies for pharmacological and
somatic treatment in adults. Psychiatry Res
2015; 227(1): 114-125.

199 1099 3« TAY o)ladd @) (W 8)93

ohsdile (Aib)y eole oGl alas


http://jmums.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-14840-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

