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Assessment of endotracheal tube cuff pressure after tracheal
intubation during general anaesthesia

Seyed Abdollah Emadil, Aliyeh Zamanil, Ebrahim Nasiriz, Mohammad Khadem]oz, Aman Mohammad Tata.r1
1Department of Anesthesia, Faculty of Medicine, Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran

! Department of Anesthesia, Faculty of Para Medicine, Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran
2 Department of Social Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran

(Received April 21, 2010 ; Accepted June 23, 2010)

Abstract

Background and purpose: The cuff of tracheal tube is important and secures the airway during
anaesthesia. This study evaluates the effect of endotracheal tube cuff pressure after tracheal intubation
during general anesthesia.

Materials and methods: This is a descriptive observational'study that recruits 500 ASA physical
status I and II patients undergoing elective surgery under general anaesthesia. The tracheal cuff pressure
was asessed using manometer instrument 10 min after tracheal intubation.

Results: It has been observed that at a mean intracuff pressure of 92 £131 ¢cm H20 more than 95%
of patients were over-inflated. There was no significant association between the cuff pressure and how
experienced were the anaesthesiologists (p<0:05).

Conclusion: Routine method to inflate the tracheal tube cuff is not suitable during induction of

anesthesia, because it results in over-inflation.
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