[ Downloaded from jmums.mazums.ac.ir on 2026-07-10 ]

ﬁ@UAILI]Tr‘ATr‘[IWIE @[H]\D

Anatomy in Reference Texts of Persian Medicine
in Islamic Golden Age

Tahereh Shakeri®,
Assie Jokar??,
Mostafa Moallemi®,

Hasan Siamian®,

Alireza Khalatbari®

1 MSc Student in Medical Sciences History, Faculty of Allied Medical Sciences, Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran
2 Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran
3 Traditional and Complementary Medicine Research Center, Addiction Institute, Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran
4 Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Medicine, Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran
5 Associate Professor, Department of Medical Records and Health Information Technology, Faculty of Allied Medical Sciences,
Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran
6 Associate Professor, Department of Anatomy, Faculty of Medicine, Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran

(Received February 26, 2019 Accepted August 11, 2019)

Abstract

Background and purpose: Anatomy is a branch of science that deals with different parts of
human body and its organizational structure. It has various goals, such as insight into the divine
perfection and understanding the causes of diseases and their treatments. Anatomy in the Islamic era
included physiology too. This research aimed at providing an overview on anatomy in the Reference
Materials of Persian Medicine.

Materials and methods: A qualitative study (content-analytic library research) was performed
based on the books of Persian medicine. This study was conducted at several stages; finding the keywords,
searching in reference texts of Iranian-Islamic medicine, in history books and Islamic encyclopedias, and
in Persian and Latin electronic banks, then sorting, organizing, and comparing the information.

Results: Anatomical knowledge is prerequisite to treatment and surgery. The works of Muslim
scientists on anatomy, like the Europeans, were found to be influenced by the works of Galen. According
to evidence, Muslim doctors performed autopsy and were great surgeons.

Conclusion: The basis of the new anatomy enhanced by Vesalius is similar to the Iranian-
Islamic anatomy that was introduced to Europe after revising the texts of Galen. Considering the holistic

viewpoints in Persian medicine, further research is needed to adapt that to modern medicine.
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